Government Things to Remember

Influences of the Enlightenment
The thinking of the founding fathers (especially Thomas Jefferson) was heavily influenced by the intellectual changes occurring in 1700's Europe. The European Enlightenment focused on reason, human thought and experience as opposed to the divine reasoning of religious thought. This thinking in government is best seen in the work of Locke, Rousseau and Montesquieu.

Colonial Democratic Developments
Democratic developments during the colonial era date back to the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth rock. The Mayflower Compact was the earliest example, in which the Pilgrims consented to be governed and to abide by the decisions of their government.

Albany Plan of Union, salutary neglect, House of Burgesses-  ALL EXAMPLES OF SELF GOVERNMENT

The Articles of Confederation Fail 

Articles of Confederation (1781-1789)-  Fails to much power to the states

THE GREAT COMPROMISE:
One of the first issues to be resolved was representation to the new government. The Articles of Confederation had allowed each state equal representation and equal say, despite size or population and this did not sit well with the largest states (Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania). The smaller states feared losing say in the federal government and so continued to support equality in representation.

THE 3/5ths COMPROMISE:
A fundamental economic and social division began to erupt over the issue of slavery. The southern, agriculturally based states relied heavily on slavery and slaves constituted a significant portion of their populations. The northern states opposed counting slaves for representation in government because they were not citizens and their population could easily be increased, tipping control of the federal legislature to the southern states.

RATIFICATION DEBATES:

Immediately following the Constitutional Convention-  Debates between federalists and anti-federalists, over if we should have the constitution- Federalists win

3 Branches

Legislative Branch
The legislative branch of US government is the US Congress, created by article I of the Constitution. The upper-house of Congress is the US Senate, the lower-house is the House of Representatives.

Executive Branch
The executive branch of US government is composed of the President, his advisors and all federal agencies and their heads. The executive was created by article II of the Constitution.

Judicial Branch
The judicial branch of US government is composed of the Supreme Court and all of the lower federal courts as created by Congress. The judicial branch was created by article III of the Constitution. The most significant power of the judicial branch is that of judicial review, first stated by Chief Justice John Marshall in the 1803 case of Marbury vs. Madison, but not expressly granted the court by the Constitution.

	Executive Branch Checks on the Legislative Branch
	
  President has the power to veto laws passed by the Congress 

  Proposes laws to Congress 

  Submits the Federal Budget to the House of Representatives 

  Appoints federal officials, who carry out and enforce laws 

	 


	Executive Branch Checks on the Judicial Branch
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Nominates judges to the Supreme Court
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Nominates judges to the federal court system
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President has the power to pardon individuals convicted of crimes
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President can grant amnesty, forgiving a class of crime



	Legislative Branch Checks on the Executive Branch

	  Congress can overturn a Presidential veto with a 2/3 vote of both houses 

  Senate can reject proposed treaties (2/3 vote to approve) 

  Senate can reject presidential nominations of federal officials or judges 

  Congress can impeach and remove the President (House serves as prosecution, Senate serves as jury) 

	 


	Legislative Branch Checks on the Judicial Branch
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Congress can create lower courts
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Senate can reject nominees to the federal courts/Supreme Court
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Congress can amend the Constitution to overturn decisions of the Supreme Court
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Congress can impeach judges and remove from the bench



	Judicial Branch Checks on the Executive Branch
	
  Supreme Court can use the power of judicial review to rule laws unconstitutional 
 
	 


	Judicial Branch Checks on the Legislative Branch
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Supreme Court can use the power of judicial review to rule presidential actions unconstitutional
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Supreme Court can use the power of judicial review to rule treaties unconstitutional



Federalism
The concept of Federalism is one that underlies all concepts about the power of government in the US system. Federalism within the United States system is the balancing of power between a Federal Government and State Governments. Within this system the Federal Government is superior to the State Governments. For example, a state could not pass a law that directly contradicted a law passed on the federal level. Within these principles, power is divided among the federal and state governments.

The Unwritten Constitution

President's Cabinet, Political Parties, Judicial Review
· First Amendment: addresses the rights of freedom of religion (prohibiting the Congress establishment of religion over another religion through Law and protecting the right to free exercise of religion), freedom of speech, freedom of the press, the freedom of assembly, and freedom of petition. 
· Second Amendment: declares "a well regulated militia" as "necessary to the security of a free State", and as explanation for prohibiting infringement of "the right of the people to keep and bear arms." 

· Third Amendment: prohibits the government from using private homes as quarters for soldiers without the consent of the owners. The only existing case law regarding this amendment is a lower court decision in the case of Engblom v. Carey. [1] 

· Fourth Amendment: guards against searches, arrests, and seizures of property without a specific warrant or a "probable cause" to believe a crime has been committed. Some rights to privacy have been inferred from this amendment and others by the Supreme Court. 

· Fifth Amendment: forbids trial for a major crime except after indictment by a grand jury; prohibits double jeopardy (repeated trials), except in certain very limited circumstances; forbids punishment without due process of law; and provides that an accused person may not be compelled to testify against himself (this is also known as "Taking the fifth" or "Pleading the fifth"). This is regarded as the "rights of the accused" amendment. It also prohibits government from taking private property without "just compensation," the basis of eminent domain in the United States. 

· Sixth Amendment: guarantees a speedy public trial for criminal offenses. It requires trial by a jury (of peers), guarantees the right to legal counsel for the accused, and guarantees that the accused may require witnesses to attend the trial and testify in the presence of the accused. It also guarantees the accused a right to know the charges against him. The Sixth Amendment has several court cases associated with it, including Powell v. Alabama, United States v. Wong Kim Ark, Gideon v. Wainwright, and Crawford v. Washington. In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled that the fifth amendment prohibition on forced self incrimination and the sixth amendment clause on right to counsel were to be made known to all persons placed under arrest, and these clauses have become known as the Miranda rights. 

· Seventh Amendment: assures trial by jury in civil cases involving anything valued at more than 20 United States dollars at the time, which is currently worth $300, when accounting for inflation. 

· Eighth Amendment: forbids excessive bail or fines, and cruel and unusual punishment. 

· Ninth Amendment: declares that the listing of individual rights in the Constitution and Bill of Rights is not meant to be comprehensive; and that the other rights not specifically mentioned are retained elsewhere by the people. 

· Tenth Amendment: provides that powers that the Constitution does not delegate to the United States and does not prohibit the states from exercising, are "reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." 

· Eleventh Amendment (1795): Clarifies judicial power over foreign nationals, and limits ability of citizens to sue states in federal courts and under federal law. (Full text) 
· Twelfth Amendment (1804): Changes the method of presidential elections so that members of the electoral college cast separate ballots for president and vice president. (Full text) 

· Thirteenth Amendment (1865): Abolishes slavery and grants Congress power to enforce abolition. (Full text) 

· Fourteenth Amendment (1868): Defines United States citizenship; prohibits states from abridging citizens' privileges or immunities and rights to due process and the equal protection of the law; repeals the Three-fifths compromise; prohibits repudiation of the federal debt. (Full text) 

· Fifteenth Amendment (1870): Prohibits the federal government and the states from using a citizen's race, color, or previous status as a slave as a qualification for voting. (Full text) 

· Sixteenth Amendment (1913): Authorizes unapportioned federal taxes on income. (Full text) 

· Seventeenth Amendment (1913): Establishes direct election of senators. (Full text) 

· Eighteenth Amendment (1919): Prohibited the manufacturing, importing, and exporting of alcoholic beverages. (see prohibition) Repealed by the Twenty-First Amendment. (Full text) 

· Nineteenth Amendment (1920): Gives women the ability to vote. (until then only men had the vote). (Full text) 

· Twentieth Amendment (1933): Changes details of Congressional and presidential terms and of presidential succession. (Full text) 

· Twenty-first Amendment (1933): Repeals Eighteenth Amendment. Permits states to prohibit the importation of alcoholic beverages. (Full text) 

· Twenty-second Amendment (1951): Limits president to two terms. (Full text) 

· Twenty-third Amendment (1961): Grants presidential electors to the District of Columbia. (Full text) 

· Twenty-fourth Amendment (1964): Prohibits the federal government and the states from requiring the payment of a tax as a qualification for voting for federal officials. (Full text) 

· Twenty-fifth Amendment (1967): Changes details of presidential succession, provides for temporary removal of president, and provides for replacement of the vice president. (Full text) 

· Twenty-sixth Amendment (1971): Prohibits the federal government and the states from forbidding any citizen of age 18 or greater to vote simply because of their age. (Full text) 

· Twenty-seventh Amendment (1992): Limits congressional pay raises. (Full text) 
Landmark Supreme Court Cases

1803 

Marbury v. Madison was the first instance in which a law passed by Congress was declared unconstitutional. The decision greatly expanded the power of the Court by establishing its right to overturn acts of Congress, a power not explicitly granted by the Constitution. Initially the case involved Secretary of State James Madison, who refused to seat four judicial appointees although the Senate had confirmed them. 

1819 

McCulloch v. Maryland upheld the right of Congress to create a Bank of the United States, ruling that it was a power implied but not enumerated by the Constitution. The case is significant because it advanced the doctrine of implied powers, or a loose construction of the Constitution. The Court, Chief Justice John Marshall wrote, would sanction laws reflecting “the letter and spirit” of the Constitution.

1824 

Gibbons v. Ogden defined broadly Congress's right to regulate commerce. Aaron Ogden had filed suit in New York against Thomas Gibbons for operating a rival steamboat service between New York and New Jersey ports. Ogden had exclusive rights to operate steamboats in New York under a state law, while Gibbons held a federal license. Gibbons lost the case and appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which reversed the decision. The Court held that the New York law was unconstitutional, since the power to regulate interstate commerce, which extended to the regulation of navigation, belonged exclusively to Congress. In the 20th century, Chief Justice John Marshall's broad definition of commerce was used to uphold civil rights.

1857 

Dred Scott v. Sandford was a highly controversial case that intensified the national debate over slavery. The case involved Dred Scott, a slave, who was taken from a slave state to a free territory. Scott filed a lawsuit claiming that because he had lived on free soil he was entitled to his freedom. Chief Justice Roger B. Taney disagreed, ruling that blacks were not citizens and therefore could not sue in federal court. Taney further inflamed antislavery forces by declaring that Congress had no right to ban slavery from U.S. territories.

1896 

Plessy v. Ferguson was the infamous case that asserted that “equal but separate accommodations” for blacks on railroad cars did not violate the “equal protection under the laws” clause of the 14th Amendment. By defending the constitutionality of racial segregation, the Court paved the way for the repressive Jim Crow laws of the South. The lone dissenter on the Court, Justice John Marshall Harlan, protested, “The thin disguise of ‘equal’ accommodations…will not mislead anyone.”

1944

Korematsu v. United States was a court case that determined during a time of war the US could take action they deem necessary to protect their citizens.  
1954 

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka invalidated racial segregation in schools and led to the unraveling of de jure segregation in all areas of public life. In the unanimous decision spearheaded by Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Court invalidated the Plessy ruling, declaring “in the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ has no place” and contending that “separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.” Future Supreme Court justice Thurgood Marshall was one of the NAACP lawyers who successfully argued the case.

1963 

Gideon v. Wainwright guaranteed a defendant's right to legal counsel. The Supreme Court overturned the Florida felony conviction of Clarence Earl Gideon, who had defended himself after having been denied a request for free counsel. The Court held that the state's failure to provide counsel for a defendant charged with a felony violated the Fourteenth Amendment's due process clause. Gideon was given another trial, and with a court-appointed lawyer defending him, he was acquitted. 

1964 

New York Times v. Sullivan extended the protection offered the press by the First Amendment. L.B. Sullivan, a police commissioner in Montgomery, Ala., had filed a libel suit against the New York Times for publishing inaccurate information about certain actions taken by the Montgomery police department. In overturning a lower court's decision, the Supreme Court held that debate on public issues would be inhibited if public officials could sue for inaccuracies that were made by mistake. The ruling made it more difficult for public officials to bring libel charges against the press, since the official had to prove that a harmful untruth was told maliciously and with reckless disregard for truth. 

1966 

Miranda v. Arizona was another case that helped define the due process clause of the 14th Amendment. At the center of the case was Ernesto Miranda, who had confessed to a crime during police questioning without 
1985

New Jersey v. TLO was a case that helped define search and seizures in schools.  The court found that schools were able to search students if they believe they are going to harm themselves or others.  They do not need probable cause.  

  schools cannot have official prayer (Engel v. Vitale),       freedom of speech, “clear and present danger”, “shouting fire in a crowded theater” Schenck v. United States, freedom of speech in public schools Tinker v. Des Moines
Key Groups-  Background, Changes, Important examples
African Americans-

Women-
Native Americans
Unit 1 Review Sheet

Time Period 1 B.C.- 1783

Big Concepts:

1.  Life in America before colonization-

2.  The Colonies begin to emerge-

3.  The war for Independence-

Important Details to Remember

1.  Life for Native American groups-  ADVANCED and DIVERSE CULTURES-

2.  a.  Why do the Colonial Powers come here-

b.  What is the impact the Europeans have on Native culture

c.  What countries settle where

d.  3 different area’s in the 13 colonies

e.  Slavery in the South emerges

f.  The French and Indian War

3.  a.  Why the Colonies grow apart from England

b.  Tension in Massachusetts

c.  Patriots vs. Loyalists

d.  Early American leaders

e.  How we win the War

Key Terms and People

Conquistador-

Parliament-

Mercantilism-

Enlightenment-

Intolerable Acts-

Common Sense-

Declaration of Independence-

Yorktown

Unit 2 Review Sheet

Time Period 1781-1850

Big Concepts:

1.  America and the Constitution-

2.  Problems for a new Nation-

3.  Early American Society-

Important Details to Remember

1. a. America becomes a Republic-

b.  The 1st form of American gov’t has problems-

c.  Debates at the constitutional convention-

d.  First political parties-

2.  a.  Washington as a President-

b.  America expands West under Jefferson-

c.  War of 1812-

d.  The Monroe Doctrine-

e.  Jackson as a President-

3. a.  Second Great Awakening-

b.  Slavery v. Abolition-

c.  Women begin fight for reform-

d.  Life in the early factories

Key Terms and People-

Thomas Jefferson-

Alexander Hamilton-

Bill of Rights-

Sectionalism-

Industrial Revolution-

Unit 3 Review Sheet

Time Period-  1825-1877

Big Concepts:

1.  The good and bad of moving West-

2.  The Civil War-

3.  Reconstruction-

Important Details to Remember-

1. a.  Invention’s aid the move West-

b.  Expansion into Texas-

2. a.  How to deal with the expansion of slavery in the new territories-

b.  Fugitive Slaves-

c.  Bleeding Kansas-

d.  Southern Succession-

e.  Lincoln during the war-

f.  Why the North wins the war-

3.  a.  Radical Republicans take control-

b.  Help for African- Americans-

c.  South wants change-

d.  Hayes v. Tilden ends Reconstruction-

Key Terms and People

Capitalism-

Manifest Destiny-

Oregon Trail-

Popular Sovereignty-

Ulysses S. Grant & Robert E. Lee-

Carpetbagger

Sharecropper

Unit 4 Review Sheet

Time Period- 1876-1917

Big Concepts:

1. Moving West-

2. Industrial Revolution-

3. Immigrants and Urbanization-

Important Details to Remember

1. a.  Settlers are pushing West forcing Native Americans to react-

b. US tries to control Native Americans-

c. Life on the Great Plains and the West-

d. Farmers and the Populist Movement-

2. a.  New Inventions help industry boom-

b. Robber Barons begin to take control-

c. Workers try to Unionize-

3. a.  Immigrants come to the US in record #’s

b. Problems with Urbanization-

c. Political Machines develop-

d. Changes to society-

Vocab and people to know-

Homestead Act-

Dawes Act-

William Jennings Bryan-

Andrew Carnegie-

John D. Rockefeller-

Monopoly-

Sherman Anti-Trust Act-

Chinese Exclusion Act- 

Assimilation-

Jane Adams-

Gilded Age-

W.E.B Du Bois

Booker T Washington

Jim Crow Laws

Unit 5 Review Sheet

Time Period- 1890-1920

Big Concepts:

1. The Progressive era begins-

2. America and Imperialism-

3. The First World War-

Big Concepts and things to remember

1. a.  Goals of the Progressive Movement-

Protecting Social Welfare-

Promoting Moral Improvement-

Creating Economic Reform-

Fostering Efficiency-

a. Cleaning up the government-

b. Reform for women-

c. Teddy Roosevelt as a President

d. 3 Foreign Polices-

2. a. U.S. begins Imperialism-

b. Spanish-American War-

3. a.  Causes of WWI-

b. American Neutrality-

c. Why does the U.S. get brought into the war-

d. US during the War-

e. Wilson’s 14 Points-

Key vocab and People-

Prohibition-

Muckrakers-

Yellow Journalists-

Suffrage-

Trust-

Upton Sinclair-

NAACP-

Panama Canal-

Roosevelt Corollary- 

Treaty of Versailles-

Unit 6 Review Sheet 
Time Period- 1920-1940 

Big Concepts: 
1.  America BOOM’S during the 1920’s- 

2.  America Bust’s during the 1930’s- 

3.  FDR attempts to revive the country- 

Important details to remember: 

1. a. Post WWI America becomes scared of Communists- 




b.  Return to Normalcy- 




c.  Reason America BOOM’s- 




d.  Society in the 20’s- 





2. a.  Problems in the Economy- 




b.  Depression effects almost everyone- 







c.  Hoover sits back- 






3. a.  FDR and his New Deal in 1932- 







b.  His important relief programs- 










c.  Lasting impact of the New Deal- 






Key vocab and people: 
Sacco and Vanzetti- 
Quota System- 
Teapot Dome Scandal- 
Flapper- 
Bootleggers- 
Harlem Renaissance- 
Buying on Margin- 
Hoovervilles- 
FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt- 
Social Security-

Unit 7 Review Sheet 
Time Period-  1931-1960 

Big Concepts: 
1.  World War II begins with the US neutral- 

2.  America during WWII- 

3.  The Cold War develops- 

Important details to remember: 
1. a. Dictators in Europe- 




b.  War begins and America attemps to stay “neutral” 





c.  America aids the Allies with materials- 





d.  Pearl Harbor is attacked forcing America into the War- 





2. a. America on the home-front of WWII- 





b.  How the US fights the war- 





c.  How we win the war and its aftermath- 





3. a.  A new enemy gives America problems after WWII- 







b.  Early Cold War conflicts- 







c.  Cold War has effects at home- 





Key Vocab and People- 
Nazi and Fascism- 
Appeasement- 
Holocaust- 
Lend-Lease Act- 
Internment Camps- 
Manhattan Project- 
United Nations- 
Harry S. Truman- 
Containment- 
Marshall Plan- 
NATO vs. Warsaw Pact- 
The Rosenbergs- 
Senator McCarthy- 
Brinksmanship- 
GI Bill-

Unit 8 Review Sheet 
Time Period-  1954-1975 

Big Concepts: 
1.  Kennedy and Johnson as President- 

2.  The Civil Rights Movement- 

3.  The Vietnam War brings change 
Important details to remember: 

1.a.  Kennedy takes office and is very popular- 




b.  Crisis over Cuba- 





c.  Kennedy is killed and Johnson steps in to continue- 





d.  The Great Society- 





2. a.  Segregation in the South following the Civil War- 





b.  Brown v. Board makes changes- 





c.  Trying to make changes in the South- 


d.  Differing strategies for gaining Civil Rights- 






3.a.  America gets involved in Vietnam because of the Domino Theory- 







b.  Increasing troops doesn’t always mean success- 






c.  The nation is divided over the conflict- 




d.  America leaves Vietnam- 




Key vocab and people: 
Fidel Castro- 
Peace Corp- 
SNCC- 
Ho Chi Minh-

My Lai-

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution-
Unit 9 Review Sheet

Time Period-  1968-2001

Big Concepts:

1.  Nixon and his aftermath-

2.  Conservatives take control in the 80’s-

3.  90’s- today

Important details to remember:

1. a.  Nixon succeeds in foreign policy-

b.  Nixon is brought down by Watergate-

c. Carter is faced with big problems domestically and with foreign governments-

2. a. Reagan and the Conservatives take power in the 80’s-

b.  The Cold War ends in 1991 as the USSR falls-

c.  Bill Clinton faces scandal and a good economy-

d.  2000 Election and Bush Presidency
e.  Terrorism threatens the US

f.  2008 Presidency and Obama

Key vocab and people-

OPEC-

Détente-

George Bush sr.-

Betty Friedan-

Reaganomics-

Affirmative Action-

Iran-Contra Scandal-

Desert Storm-

NAFTA-

Suburbs-

Al Qaeda-
Globalization-

Saddam Hussein-
